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Unbroken 
Unbroken is a 2014 American biographical war drama film, produced and 
directed by Angelina Jolie, and based on the 2010 non-fiction book by Laura 
Hillenbrand, Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and 
Redemption. The film revolves around the life of USA Olympian and athlete Louis 
"Louie" Zamperini, portrayed by Jack O'Connell. Zamperini survived in a raft for 
47 days after his bomber was downed in World War II, then was sent to a series 
of prisoner of war camps. 
 

1. Where did Zamperini attend college to run track?   
Torrance HS – USC college 

2. What type of airplane was Zamperini flying when they went down? 
Consolidated B-24 Liberator 

3. What was his job on the plane?  Bombardier  
 

4. What nickname did Louie get in school?  The Torrance tornado 
 

5. What was Zamperini’s fastest mile in high school?  Fastest mile at the time in America?  4:21 
 

6. In the movie … a moment of pain is worth a lifetime of what?  Glory 
 

7. What mission was the crew on when they had to crash land into 
the ocean?  Search Mission for a missing crew 
 
8. What Olympics did Zamperini attend?  Where was it? 
              1940 Berlin 
9. What American won four track gold medals at this Olympics? 
              Jesse Owens 
10. How did Louie do in his event?  Last lap time?    
First American 56 seconds 
11. How many of the crew survived the 
initial crash? 3 
 
12. How long did American pilot Eddie 
Rickenbacker adrift at sea?  
             24 days 
13. What happened during the storm? 
Louie made a promise to God 
14. What happened to the survivors on the 

     27th day?  Strafed by Japanese plane 
 

15. How many days were the soldiers in the raft?  47 
 

16. The three survivors were Louie Zamperini, Russell Allen “Phil” Phillips 
and Francis “Mac” McNamara.  How many days did “Mac” survive?   

33 

 

 

 

Eddie Rickenbacker 
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17. What happened on Day 45? – Captured by the Japanese. Landed on the Marshall Islands 

 
18. Where were they initially taken?  Prison camp – 

Kwajalein Atoll – for 42 days 
 
19. Why was Louie questioned about the Norden 

bombsight? What is the Norden bombsight?   
Ted talk – The strange tale of the Norden bombsight 
http://www.ted.com/talks/malcolm_gladwell?language=en 
 
 
 
 
20. Where were the prisoners transferred to? Tokyo 

After 42 days at Kwajalein Atoll  they were transferred to the Japanese prisoner-of-war camp at 
Ōfuna, for captives who were not registered as prisoners of war (POW). Zamperini was later 
transferred to Tokyo's Ōmori POW camp, and was eventually transferred to the Naoetsu POW 
camp in northern Japan, where he stayed until the war ended. 

 
21. Who was the Japanese commander in charge of Tokyo prison 
camp?   
Prison guard Mutsuhiro "Bird" Watanabe, who was later included in 
General Douglas MacArthur's list of the 40 most wanted war 
criminals in Japan. 
22. What happens the first time Louie meets the bird? 
Broken nose because he looks at him 
23. Why do the new soldiers stand in quarantine? 
To avoid possible disease spreading into the camp 
24. Why do they call him the Bird? 
Because he listens - would not like the names they want to call him 
25. What happens when the Bird discovers Louie is an Olympic 
champion?  He makes him run against one of the guards 
 
26. When Louie says he wants to kill the Bird, how does the soldier 
convince Louie not to?  We win by surviving.  If you can take it you 
can make it. 
27. How does the Zamperini  family hear that Louie is not dead?  
He is allowed to make a radio message to his family 
28. What offer does Louie get from the prison guards regarding 
future messages on the radio?  He is asked to read a statement and 
Louie refuses so he is sent back to Prison. 
29. What happens to Louie when he returns to prison after refusing 
to send the message back to the U.S.? 
All the Prisoners have to punch Louie in the face 
30. Why were the prisoners moved?  Where were they moved to? 
Away from Tokyo so the allies wouldn’t find them – Moved to a more 
remote prison camp. Labor camp – Coal mines 

 

 

 

Mutsuhiro Watanabe was an 

Imperial Japanese Army sergeant in 

World War II who served at POW 

camps in Omori, Naoetsu (present 

day Jōetsu, Niigata), and 

Mitsushima (present day Hiraoka). 

After Japan's defeat, the US 

Occupation authorities classified 

Watanabe as a war criminal for his 

mistreatment of prisoners of war 

(POWs), but he managed to evade 

arrest and was never tried in court. 
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31. Who was the commander in charge of the new camp?  The Bird 
 

32. What announcement was made to the Prisoners regarding President Roosevelt? 
President Roosevelt died 

33. What happens when Louie is holding the beam of wood over his head?  He lifts it over his head 
and then gets beat by the bird 

34. When it is announced that the prisoners are all allowed to bath in the river what assumption do 
the prisoners make?  What happens instead? The prisoners assume they will all be 
killed/executed – the U.S. planes fly over and the war is over.  

35. What happened to Mutsuhiro Watanabe, “the Bird” after the war? 
 

36. Motivated by his faith, how did Louie come to see the way forward?  Not revenge, but … what? 
forgiveness 

37. For what reason did Louie return to Japan? How old was he? 80 years old – 1998 Winter 
Olympics and make peace with his former captors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Unbroken: A World War II Story of 

Survival, Resilience, and Redemption 

is a 2010 non-fiction book by Laura 

Hillenbrand, author of the best-selling 

book Seabiscuit: An American Legend 

(2001). Unbroken is a biography of 

World War II hero Louis Zamperini, a 

former Olympic track star who 

survived a plane crash in the Pacific 

theater, spent 47 days drifting on a 

raft, and then survived more than 

two and a half years as a prisoner of 

war in three brutal Japanese 

prisoner-of-war camps. 
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Unbroken 
Unbroken is a 2014 American biographical war drama film, produced and 
directed by Angelina Jolie, and based on the 2010 non-fiction book by Laura 
Hillenbrand, Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and 
Redemption. The film revolves around the life of USA Olympian and athlete Louis 
"Louie" Zamperini, portrayed by Jack O'Connell. Zamperini survived in a raft for 
47 days after his bomber was downed in World War II, then was sent to a series 
of prisoner of war camps. 
 

1. Where did Zamperini attend college to run track?   
Torrance HS – USC college 

2. What type of airplane was Zamperini flying when they went down? 
Consolidated B-24 Liberator 

3. What was his job on the plane?  Bombardier  
 

4. What nickname did Louie get in school?  The Torrance tornado 
 

5. What was Zamperini’s fastest mile in high school?  Fastest mile at the time in America?  4:21 
 

6. According to the movie, a moment of pain is worth a lifetime of what?  Glory 
 

7. What mission was the crew on when they had to crash land into 
the ocean?  Search Mission for a missing crew 
 
8. What Olympics did Zamperini attend?  Where was it? 
              1936 Berlin 
9. What American won four track gold medals at this Olympics? 
              Jesse Owens 
10. How did Louie do in his event?  Last lap time?    
First American 56 seconds 
11. How many of the crew survived the 
initial crash? 3 
 
12. How long did American pilot Eddie 
Rickenbacker adrift at sea?  
             24 days 
13. What happened during the storm? 
Louie made a promise to God 
14. What happened to the survivors on the 

     27th day?  Strafed by Japanese plane 
 

15. How many days were the soldiers in the raft?  47 
 

16. The three survivors were Louie Zamperini, Russell Allen “Phil” Phillips 
and Francis “Mac” McNamara.  How many days did “Mac” survive?   

33 

 

 

 

Eddie Rickenbacker 

 

Consolidated B-24 Liberator 
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17. What happened on Day 45? – Captured by the Japanese. Landed on the Marshall Islands 

 
18. Where were they initially taken?  Prison camp – 

Kwajalein Atoll – for 42 days 
 
19. Why was Louie questioned about the Norden 

bombsight? What is the Norden bombsight?   
Ted talk – The strange tale of the Norden bombsight 
http://www.ted.com/talks/malcolm_gladwell?language=en 
 
 
 
 
20. Where were the prisoners transferred to? Tokyo 

After 42 days at Kwajalein Atoll  they were transferred to the Japanese prisoner-of-war camp at 
Ōfuna, for captives who were not registered as prisoners of war (POW). Zamperini was later 
transferred to Tokyo's Ōmori POW camp, and was eventually transferred to the Naoetsu POW 
camp in northern Japan, where he stayed until the war ended. 

 
21. Who was the Japanese commander in charge of Tokyo prison 
camp?   
Prison guard Mutsuhiro "Bird" Watanabe, who was later included in 
General Douglas MacArthur's list of the 40 most wanted war 
criminals in Japan. 
22. What happens the first time Louie meets the bird? 
Broken nose because he looks at him 
23. Why do the new soldiers stand in quarantine? 
To avoid possible disease spreading into the camp 
24. Why do they call him the bird? 
Because he listens - would not like the names they want to call him 
25. What happens when the bird discovers Louie is an Olympic 
champion?  He makes him run against one of the guards 
 
26. When Louie says he wants to kill the Bird, how does the solder 
convince Louie not to?  We win by surviving.  If you can take it you 
can make it. 
27. How does the Zamperini  family hear that Louie is not dead?  
He is allowed to make a radio message to his family 
28. What offer does Louie get from the Prison guards regarding 
future messages on the radio?  He is asked to read a statement and 
Louie refuses so he is sent back to Prison. 
29. What happens to Louie when he returns to prison after refusing 
to send the message back to the U.S.? 
All the Prisoners have to punch Louie in the face 
30. Why were the Prisoners moved?  Where were they moved to? 
Away from Tokyo so the allies wouldn’t find them – Moved to a more 
remote prison camp. Labor camp – Coal mines 

 

 

 

Mutsuhiro Watanabe was an 
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World War II who served at POW 
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day Jōetsu, Niigata), and 

Mitsushima (present day Hiraoka). 

After Japan's defeat, the US 

Occupation authorities classified 

Watanabe as a war criminal for his 

mistreatment of prisoners of war 

(POWs), but he managed to evade 

arrest and was never tried in court. 
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31. Who was the commander in charge of the new camp?  The Bird 
 

32. What announcement was made to the Prisoners regarding President Roosevelt? 
President Roosevelt died 

33. What happens when Louie is holding the beam of wood over his head?  He lifts it over his head 
and then gets beat by the bird 

34. When it is announced that the prisoners are all allowed to bath in the river what assumption do 
the prisoners make?  What happens instead? The prisoners assume they will all be 
killed/executed – the U.S. planes fly over and the war is over.  

35. What happened to Mutsuhiro Watanabe, “the Bird” after the war? 
36. Motivated by his faith, how did Louie came to see the way forward was not revenge, but … 

what? forgiveness 
37. For what reason did Louie return to Japan? How old was he? 80 years old – 1998 Winter 

Olympics and make peace with his former captors 
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Bridge of Spies is a 2015 American 

historical drama-thriller film directed by Steven 

Spielberg from a screenplay written by Matt 

Charman and Ethan Coen and Joel Coen. The 

film stars Tom Hanks, Mark Rylance, Amy Ryan, 

and Alan Alda. Based on the 1960 U-2 incident 

during the Cold War, the film tells the story of 

lawyer James B. Donovan who is entrusted with 

negotiating the release of Francis Gary 

Powers—a pilot whose U-2 spy plane was shot 

down over the Soviet Union—in exchange for 

Rudolf Abel, a captive Soviet KGB spy held 

under the custody of the United States
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